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= Toughen Up, Lithuanians Tell Bush 


There were hints over of the weekend of 
a possible compromise in the standoff be- 
tween Lithuania and Moscow along lines 
suggested last week by German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl and French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. In an interview with the 
Wall Street Journal's: Edward McFadden 
conducted before these developments, Ge- 
diminas Vagnorius, chairman of the com-, 
mittee on economy of. Lithuania's parlia- 
ment, discussed the—standoff. Egidijus 
Klumbys, vice-chairman of the-foreign af- 
fairs commitfee, accompanied Mr. Vag- 
norius. The wo were in Brussels Saturday 
on a missj6n to win support in Europe for 
Lithuanign independence: Andre Miknevi- 
cius trdnslated, An edited transcript: 


* WSS: What is the situation in your coun- 
of. a 


Due to the complete blockade by the So- 

viet Union many people have now stopped 

_ working. Because oil, gas and goods no 

onger arrive, the factories cannot work 

ormally. We have had to lay off doctors. 

They have nothing to heal their patients 

with. We don’t have basic drugs, even oxy- 

gen for surgery is in short supply. There 
are no longer goods in the shops. 

WSJ: What are the prospects for a 
peaceful negotiation?: 

Up to now, Lithuania has been doing ev- 
erything it can to start negotiations and 
Moscow has refused. We are open to nego- 
tiating everything except the restoration of 
independence. That would be like selling 


our mothers and_our-fathers: 

WSJ: Front the Lithuanian point of 
view, whatWould be the minimum accépt- 
able outcome from negotiations?: 


Phe legal recognition of the March 11 
géclaration of independence. All the rest is 


egotiable in satisfying the vital interests .. 


of Lithuania, but also satisfying what Mr. 
Gorbachev considers to be the Soviet Un- 
ion’s vital interests. 
WSJ: Do you think that you will gain 
our freedom peacefully?: ak 
OF course_We have no other way.. We 
have no army, no armored force. Lithua- 
nia will negotiate everything peacefully. I 
was recently in the southern Caucasus re- 
publics and there the situation is much 
more critica] than in the Baltic states be- 
cause there they are of a mind to use force 
and they have the means to do it. They 
have the natural boundaries, and they 
have the temperament. 
WSJ: Before you declared independ- 
ence-did you believe you would get greater 
ftem support than you have re- 
celyed?: 


Almost all Western countries did not 


recognize the annexation of the Baltic 
Stetes to the Soviet Union. We were con- 
vinced the Western states would be consis- 
tent with their former position and would 
support an announcement of restoration of 
our independence. Due to the very weak 
position taken by the West, Moscow is feel- 
ing much more free to do whatever it 
wants not only in Lithuania but in all.the 
republics and especially in the. treatment 
of other democratic forces in the Soviet 
Union. As you know the Soviet economic 


First, armed intervention—the use of 
force; second, confiscating all the goods 
and humanitarian help that reaches the 
borders from the West. We hope that this 
will become an international scandal. 

WSJ: Russia is withholding fuel from 
Lithuania, and Lithuania food from parts 
of Russia. Which side will feel the most 
pressure? : š 

We don’t need anything from the Soviet 
Union. We just wish that they would stop 
the blockade. Before World War II the 


ituation is catastrophic. They are bank- 
upt\ The position of the West will influ- 


loscow will take. 

WSJ: What would be appropriate meas- 
ures for the West to take?: 

The\West must accept the legality of the 
indeperdence act. I don’t think the West 
understands the internal politics of the So- 
Viet Unjon. The West thinks that silence 


site is true. If the silence con- 


It is a complete mistake for the Bush 
inistration to think that Mr. Gorba- 
chev is representative of democratic 
forces. Inside the Soviet Union, the demo- 


- cratic forces think exactly the opposite. A 
_Manth ago, Mr. Gorbachev appointed a 


Special board of advisers—the most power- 
ful|.body in the Soviet Union—and he 
picked nothing but conservatives. There is 
not} one democratic member on the board. 
From what we have seen, it is clear that 
es Gorbachev is legalizing his dictator- 
Ship. d x 

SJ: If the West wanted to send aid 
in jthe form of fuel, medicine, etc. does 


- Lithuania control a port of entry?: ` 


Nowadays, all the borders on sea and 


„land are controlled by not only the Red 


Army, but also the KGB army. They are 
confiscating all the goods coming from 


other countries. Moscow confiscated all the’ 


currencies that belong to the Lithuanian 
factories and enterprises. This is due to the 
centralized banking system of the Soviet 
economy. There are two things that the So- 
Vitet.Union will now openly dare to do: 


ce\the internal political actions which ` 


“The West thinks that silence strengthens the demo- 
_ cratic forces but the opposite is true. If silence continues, 
expect events similar to what happened in Romama.” 


economy of Lithuania was completely 
Western-oriented. Our standard of living 
was the same as Denmark. Look at where 
Denmark is today, and look at us. Of 
course now we need the commerce from 
the East and we would like to preserve this 
commercial relationship and to develop it 
as I would our relationship with other re- 
publics in the Soviet Union. I have re- 
ceived a lot of offers from regional authori- 
ties, from other cities in the Soviet Union— 
Leningrad, Lvov, etc.—to support Lithua- 
nia but because of the army, they can’t. 


WSJ: Do you agree with Mr. Gorba- 
chev’s view that Lithuania owes the Soviet 
Union financially for its support the past 50 
years?: 

When the Soviet Union first occupied 
Lithuania, the standard of living was much 
higher than in Russia. The output and pro- 
ductivity gains of Lithuania during the 50- 
year period were always higher than any 
other republic. Capital investment ‘put 
back into Lithuania was only the average 
of what all the republics received, so 


- clearly we received less for what we pro- 


duced. Between 1941 and 1952 we lost 15% 
of our population, 300,000 people were for- 
cibly deported to Siberia to work outside of 
their homeland. 

WSJ: So when it comes right down to 
Ma you don’t think you owe them any- 


8: : f 
Right. We have been a Western country 
that has been occupied for 50 years. 


WSJ: How are the Lithuanians pre- - 
‘pared to cope?:  - 


It is very difficult to make plans be- 


„ cause all the borders are-controlled by the. 
KGB border guards. They can make a~ 


crackdown with blood at any time and we 
are trying to break the blockade by any 


. you say?: . 


“nations is in your F 
. ful. 


peaceful means available: We are also 
here to try to get very urgent humanitar- 
fan aid. 4 fe 
WSJ: Do you really thynk that the KGB 
will let this humanttariat, = in after let; 
ting nothing else in so f:2*: ` ie 
We must try. If the KGB confiscates 
these goods and humanitarian aid, then it 
will be a shame not only fr the Soviet Un; 
ion but also for all the western countries: 
The physicians have no medicine, we espe- 
cially need the medicine. AS Soon as we 
can, we are trying to con'Vert all of the in 
ternal production to try 1° Produce some 
of the goods being held c'Ut by the bloc, 
ade. I think you should rape that, 
the blockade is not only kee’? ried ngs ay 
but there is an internal blCkade as well, 


_ All the internal traffic, es‘Pecially on the 


«ed. If our con: 
railways and roads is bloc}*€ ne, 
version is to succeed, our first ys 4 a 
get petrol. We have some r Serves, but no 
much. ! ' 

WSJ: And the general pone noe 
to sacrifice like this? What: W° phe 
if two weeks from now, tł! Peop , 


“Enough. We can’t tke this any 
more”’?: . 4 
will only be ist 

That is a statement that the Lithuanian 


sued by Moscow, not by 
people. The day before 1-His — 
came here, we received o Ta a ae 

phone calls saying, ‘Pleas © 10 Sage Po” 
sition.’ Weare ready to SUPPport every 


thing.” Please take into a Ccount that this 


is not a struggle that just s: tartea on Mara 
11. This is a struggle of 5¢ A rapa 
deep as the pressure is fro! aniar : 
the determination of the naman peo. 
ple. ; = 
WSJ: We have received į reports anos 
ficials from Lithuania’s 4 iaag aes 
being sent out of the count Y Ù TE =e 
ternational network, in cas‘: a a 

ous crackdown and the? ‘4ependence. 


- movement.is struck dow? |° 


Powers have been give #2 to some of the 
former ambassadors who {Were in place be- 
fore World War II to conti -nUe to on 
thing that is suitable to gain independ- 


ence for Lithuania. But nc ? "eW leaders are 


` involved. We have a go Vernment-in-exile 


Set up in case Lithuania. annexed a sec“ 
ond time or the West re poognizes the first 
ea which in facgt iS What they are 
oing right now. rR i 
Bush and the American OPI. What wo 


vjs a$ë 
& ‘i 
‘uf the Eastern- 


Mr. Bush, the st: Sase be. caré= 


